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(57) Abstract: A process for recovering materials from a subterranean formation, for example in enhanced oil recovery, comprises: 
(A) (a) (i) selecting a first polymeric material having a repeat unit of formula (A) wherein A and B are the same or different, are 
selected from optionally-substituted aromatic and heteroaromatic groups and at least one comprises a relatively polar atom or group 
and R^ and R^ independently comprise relatively non-polar atoms or groups; or (ii) selecting a first polymeric material prepared 
or preparable by providing a compound of general formula (B) wherein A, B, R^ and R^ are as described above, in an aqueous 
solvent and causing the groups C=C in said compound to react with one another to form said first polymeric material; (b) selecting 
a second polymeric material which includes a functional group which is able to react in the presence of said first polymeric material 
to form a third polymeric material; (c) causing the formation of said third polymeric material by a reaction involving said first and 
second polymeric materials; and (d) contacting the subterranean formation with said third polymeric material; or (B) contacting the 
formation with a polymeric material (hereinafter "said third polymer material") which is a product of a reaction involving: (a) a first 
polymeric material as described in (A) (a) (i) or (ii); and (b) a second polymeric material which includes a functional group which 
is able to react in the presence of said first polymeric material to form said third polymeric material. 
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The subject-matter of independent claim 1 is a process of 
recovering materials from a. subterranean formation, 
comprising : 

- selecting a first polymeric material (see possible 
choices and formulas in claim 1) 

- selecting a second polymeric material which includes a 
functional group which is able to react in the presence of 
said first polymeric material to form a third polymeric 

.material 

- causing the formation of said third polymeric material 

by 

a reaction involving said first and second polymeric material 

- contacting- the subterranean formation with said third 
polymeric iraterial 



2. Claim : 29 

The subaect~mat:/r ? independent claim 29 is a formulation 
comprising salt water and a periodate* 

3. Claim : 30 

The subject-matter of independent claim 30 is a treatment 
method comprising contacting said fonnation with a 
formulation having a first viscosity, wherein said 
formulation includes a poljmieric material having 1,2-dio.l 
linkages? and contacting the polymeric material with a 
cleavage composition which is able to cleave 1,2-diol 
linkages of the polymeric material and thereby reduce the 
viscosity of the formulation. 
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